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We need alewives to get salmon'
Biologist calls food fish key to loss of big lake salmon

By KURT MUELLER

Qutdoor Editor

T e cenccca ®m

2 Section 2 Chicago

Iribune

S Bow s Cmima s

Thuraday, November 28, 1991

o
=

forage base, Coshunesaid, compared wi
b ) with
ch;bslg;?d .'t-l percent smelt. . Vi s
¥ » the last good year of chinook salmon fishing o
By f n Lak
Michiean. the forage base had completely turned anﬁund witl‘:"
up 85 percent of it, alewives 11 percent and smelt

State reducing chinook salmon SR
released into Lake Michigan

By Rob Karwath

In a show of concern about de-
clining fishing conditions on Lake
Michigan, state officials said
Wednesday that they will shamply
reduce the release of hatchery-
raisid chinook salmon and further
himit the type and number of fish
that may be caught,
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Officials are reducing the release
of chinook because the fish have
been too soccessful at eating
alewives, the uny fish that were
washing up dead in large numbers
in the late 1960s and fouling Chi-
cago-area beaches. The alewives
prompted the chinook introduc-
tion in 1969,

Chinooks’ voracious appelite
for alewives has thrown the lake's
food chain out of balance. The

depletion forced chinook to turn g

to bloater chubs and smelis for

— food and 15 linked to an outbreak
ol of bactenal kidney disease in fish,
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Fishermen and conservabon ex-
perts spcculate thal chinook are
being “stressed out™ by the in-
creasingly difficult search for
alewives, This reduces their im-
mung systems and makes them
more vulnerable to the fatal kid-
ney disgase.
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sh stocking and catch statistics from the late 19803
: sad story of the chinook collapsé.

the catch that yesr was supposed to be big
me rrnm.the state’s record stocking of three
k salmon in Lake Michigan in 1984,
ocked almost as many chinook salmon in Lake
1ex1 year, 1985, And then, in 1988, the bottom fell
et Sport anglers caught only half as many fish.

Chinooks’ signals
nave DNRs worried
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Fisheries Management

e recreational sport
e charter
e« commercial

trout and salmon
yellow perch

bloater chub

bass, blueqill, rockbass




lllinois Comprehensive
Wildlife Conservation Plan
& Strategy (CWCP)

Lake Michigan Key Actions

e NO net loss habitat
* Prevent invasive species
e Restore lake trout
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FISH-COMMUNITY OBJECTIVES
FOR LAKE MICHIGAN

B i

reat Lakes Fishery Commission

SPECIAL PUBLICATION 95-3

Salmonine objective
Planktivore objective
Inshore fish objective
Benthivore objective
Sea lamprey objective

Other species
objective

Physical/chemical
habitat objective




Physical/chemical
habitat objective

 Protect and enhance and rehabilitate

 No net loss habitat with emphasis on
historic riverine habitats

e Reduction and elimination of toxic
chemicals




LAKE MICHIGAN EXNVIEONMENTAL OBJECTIVES

Tributary areas
Coastal wetlands
Reefs

Nearshore habitats
Fish community

Water quality

Unrvarsity of Michigan

Unrvarsity of Michigan

Mickigan Depariment of Nahral Foesoerces
Wiscomsin Depariment of Nahira] Besoarces
Chipperara Chtznwa. Resourcs Anthority
Timois Department of Natural Regoeois




EO #1 — Protecting and restoring
connectivity and quality tributary
spawning and nursery habitats
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nat iImpediments to achieving FCOs
nat available habitats and condition

nat Impacted species

Information and research needs

http://www.glfc.org/lakecom/Imc/Imenvironobj.pdf




Summary

Each lake & state different

Little natural shoreline interface

Little iInformation on offshore habitat
Habitat modification difficult, $$$
Lake Michigan very perturbed system
Managed for naturalized species
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National Fish Habitat Action Plan

j |E| |X| IGDDgIE

Home | Action Plan ‘ Find your niche Waters to watch | Science and data | Contacts

Partnerships

Partner profiles

Fish Habitat Partnerships

Fish Habhitat Partnerships 51
N
7 "
‘ oy | September 2008 i
B o :
"‘i.__ : h-!i,._ Saulheast Aquatic Resources Fartnership
g - éﬁ&&w FHEEE Eastern Brook Trout Jaind Venturs
‘ﬁga:g}ﬁ.af | Wastarn Mative Trout Initiative
K " Driftless Area Restoratlon Effort
Mat-5u Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership
= D Soulhwest Alazka Salmon Habitat Partnership
;\?'-
.li'l\_
f - *
/ - )
i
.l_ih_
x} K

FISH HABITAT

HATIONAL

FISH HABITAT

ACTION PLAN

RALIGHMAGL

ALZT OH PL&H

recent updates

Midwest Glacial Lakes
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